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workings of the scheme. In the main, however, the tone is that of the practical 
worker or the practical reformer unencumbered by complicated theory. In this 
respect it is in refreshing contrast to a great mass of our pedagogical literature. 

The book is designedly popular in character ; the articles are elementary and 
introductory. The specialist will turn to it in vain for aid within his own field, 
though he will certainly gain interesting glimpses of the manifold activities and 
opinions relating to German childhood outside his field. And, in spite of 
the prefatorial promises above cited, its value as a guide in any particular 
direction is limited by the necessary brevity of the articles. It will not, for 
example, take the place of special books for the mother, who needs not only 
general knowledge concerning the food, clothing, hygiene, and diseases of her 
children, but also specific aid for a thousand emergencies. Neither will it be 
sufficient for the teacher who requires detailed information on any aspect of 
his work. For these, as for others, its main value lies in its suggestiveness and 
in its general view of the whole field. Die miihsam suchenden will find sug- 
gestions for further study in the brief bibliographies — exclusively of German 
books — appended to many of the chapters. As for die zahllose anderen .... 
die noch gedankenlos dahin Ieben, perusal of this work should arouse them once 
for all to a lively, if not crushing, sense of their responsibilities. Fortunately 
for ourselves and for the future of the race, no one has to face all of the 
problems here discussed all of the time. 

Readers unfamiliar with German will gain much from the illustrations. 
They depict admirably many interesting aspects of German school life and 
school work. 

Arthur O. Norton 

Harvard University 
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